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Thomaston Route 1 Reconstruction Project
Public Advisory Committee Meeting
September 14, 2011 6-8 pm
Watts Hall, Thomaston
PAC Members in Attendance: Valerie Allis, Peggy McCrea, Bob Snow, John Fancy, Prudy
Netzorg, Phil Netzorg, Suzi Barbee, Olof Anderson, Eve Anderson, Joanne Richards,
Patricia Hubbard, Ellen Dyer, Jonathan Eaton.
Staff in Attendance: Stephanie Clark, MaineDOT; Carol Morris and Ben Ettelman, Morris
Communications
Meeting began at 6:05 pm.
Carol Morris: Hello and thank you for coming to the final Public Advisory Committee
Meeting for the Route 1 Reconstruction Project. The purpose of the meeting this
evening is to review the changes that were made as a result of the public meeting that
took place last month. Most of the comments that we heard at the public meeting were
in line with what we have heard from the PAC throughout this process. Today we want
to come to a general consensus as to what your final recommendations will be. The next
step after today’s meeting is to take the recommendations to a final public meeting as
well as present them to the town selectmen. Once we have made those presentations
and received final feedback, we will hand the recommendations to the design
department at MaineDOT. Just as a note, because there are aspects of these
recommendations that the town would have to pay a share of, there will more than
likely have to be a town vote to approve that, so Stephanie will be communicating with
the town selectmen and town manager regarding how MaineDOT will coordinate
moving forward into the design phase of the project with the town’s portion of the
project. Any questions?
Stephanie Clark: Hello, thanks for coming this evening. I wanted to go over what we
heard at the public meeting. Essentially, what we heard was in line with what we
discussed as a PAC during our first couple meetings where we developed our problem
statement and vision statement. Resoundingly, we heard people say that the most
concerning issues are speeds along Route 1, drainage problems, the desire to protect
trees along the corridor, the desire to limit the impact to personal property as well as a
desire to provide better bicycle and pedestrian access. We heard no support for onstreet parking from people that spoke at the public meeting.
The following is a list of strategies that we will consider to address the issues that we
heard at the public meeting:
•

Where speed was an issue we have narrowed the road slightly, as well as
narrowed the esplanade. Having a more narrow road profile with a full sidewalk
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•

•

•

•

•

should provide traffic-calming. When the Green is developed, that should also
help calm traffic through the downtown area.
Where there were concerns regarding impacts to trees, we have removed the
esplanade on the south side because the trees are very close to the road there
and while we may not directly impact the trees themselves, a wider esplanade
would be more likely to impact the root system of the trees. Narrowing the
roadway will also limit the potential for impact to trees along Route 1.
To address the desire for better bicycle and pedestrian access along Route 1, we
have full 5-foot sidewalks that are ADA accessible. We also have a 5-foot paved
shoulder that is curbed; we have maintained that throughout the entire corridor,
as that is an ideal width for bicycle use.
We have removed on-street parking as many people at the meeting expressed
the desire to not have parking and there are many places that people can park
on side streets.
The drainage concerns will be addressed with the underdrain system where
there is curbing and will be closely examined along the entire corridor in the
design phase.
By narrowing the road profile and esplanade, we will alleviate concerns from
citizens on private property impacts. Additionally we have the option to slightly
shift the centerline in order to alleviate right of way and tree impacts.

Now I am going to go through the revised recommendations for each section and you
can provide feedback.
In the first section that runs from the Warren line to Oyster River Road, we have 11-foot
travel lanes and 5-foot shoulders. The road will be built to 12 feet for trucks but striped
at 11 feet. Our previous recommendation for this section was 12-foot travel lanes and 8foot shoulders.
Bob Snow: So this will have a significantly different appearance than when you are
coming through Warren?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, however the shoulders will taper in so the travel way does not
abruptly narrow.
Bob Snow: Beyond the shoulder will there be ditches?
Stephanie Clark: Yes there will be ditches. There will be no curbing in this section.
In the second section, which runs from Oyster River Road to Ship Street, we have 11foot travel lanes and 5-foot shoulders. The previous recommendation was for 6-foot
shoulder so we narrowed that by one foot. There will be a 3-foot esplanade as well.
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Jonathan Eaton: Will this be built to 12 feet like the previous section and striped at 11
feet?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, that provides better support for the truck traffic.
In the third section, which runs from Ship Street to Roxbury Street, we have 11-foot
travel lanes and 5-foot shoulders. The sidewalk starts at Wadsworth Street. The
proposed crosswalks and downtown section are the same. The only revision is that we
removed the esplanade on the south side and maintained the 3’ esplanade on the north
side.
The fourth section, which runs from Roxbury Street to High Street, has not changed at
all from our previous recommendation (except for the removal of the esplanade on the
south side and the narrowing of the north side esplanade to 3’).
We do still have some concern regarding the intersection of Route 131 and 1 at the
north end of the project limit. A lot of people at the meeting expressed their desire not
to see any changes made to this intersection but MaineDOT traffic engineer David Allen
receives a lot of calls from motorists concerning this intersection. It may be that regional
commuters have concerns rather than local residents, but there are concerns with that
intersection so we have to look at it more closely. I’d like to get more feedback
regarding this intersection from the PAC tonight.
John Fancy: In terms of drainage. Your intent is to eliminate all of the drainage ditches
except for on the outer limits of the project.
Stephanie Clark: Yes, we are going to eliminate all of the ditches where sidewalks will be
located. There are areas without sidewalks where it is not necessary to have underdrain
because of the slope.
John Fancy: So, from Ship Street north we would like to eliminate the ditches.
Stephanie Clark: OK, I’ll note that.
Bob Snow: Will there be new storm lines installed, or are there existing storm lines to tie
into?
Stephanie Clark: There is some existing infrastructure in place.
John Fancy: There is a major storm drain that runs through the downtown area.
Carol Morris: When they get to the design phase, those kinds of details will be
developed.
Bob Snow: There are a couple places that just run to the river.
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Stephanie Clark: That is an environmental issue as well, so it will be addressed in the
design phase.
Bob Snow: So no matter what, that is a state cost, not a town cost?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, it is part of the road construction project.
Prudy Netzorg: You had mentioned that the next meeting will be a public meeting and
that you will also make a presentation to the select board. What if the voters say they
don’t want to spend the money for the south sidewalk? Will that mean that we have to
go back and redo the entire design?
Stephanie Clark: The design from MaineDOT’s end will stay the same. It would just be
open grass on the south side rather than a sidewalk. We can have it designed to include
space for the sidewalk and if and when the town raises the money they can put the
sidewalk in.
Joanne Richards: Val Blastow, the town manager, mentioned to me that there is TIF
money that could be put towards some of the cost towards the south sidewalk. He felt
that this is a great idea and that the town could come up with the money.
John Fancy: It would still need to be voted on at a town meeting to approve it, but
knowing where the funds come from make it a lot easier to approve it.
Joanne Richards: Knowing that it would not be from increased taxes is a good thing. If
there is already money that is there that we can utilize that is not going to increase
taxes. That is a positive.
Stephanie Clark: When does the town need to know what the specific project costs will
be in order to put it in front of a town meeting?
John Fancy: We have a town meeting next June. You are not going to spend this until
2014-15.
Stephanie Clark: For potential construction yes, but we would need a commitment well
before that in order to get the project in the work plan.
Jonathan Eaton: When do you need that commitment?
Stephanie Clark: We will work with the town manager after this process and arrange a
timeline that works for the town and MaineDOT.
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Carol Morris: When does this go into competition? If you have town money committed
that makes this project more competitive.
Stephanie Clark: Next fall.
John Fancy: Well, then we should put this on the warrant for next spring.
Valerie Allis: In the section across from the Mall, I don’t see room for sidewalks there.
Peggy McCrea: It is very tight there and there is about 13 feet from the white line in the
road to the tree line.
Stephanie Clark: In some of those spots we may be able to shift the centerline of the
road in order to minimize impacts.
Joanne Richards: In that section some of the poplars have grown out of control.
Stephanie Clark: We will still try to save as many of the trees as we can by moving the
centerline slightly.
Phil Netzorg: I still disagree with having no on-street parking on Main Street.
Stephanie Clark: I understand, but the majority of the PAC and people who spoke at the
public meeting have stated that they are most interested in calming traffic and creating
parking on Main Street would significantly increase the road profile and that would run
counter to the strategies that we have used to calm traffic.
John Fancy: The problem is going to be between Wadsworth and the Mall, where cars
stop to visit the prison showroom.
Joanne Richards: We need to have visible signs that tell people to turn right off of Main
Street to park for the showroom
Eve Anderson: What about oil trucks?
Stephanie Clark: They can usually get into driveways and deliver oil.
Joanne Richards: In some places the 5-foot shoulder is wider than what is there now, so
I don’t foresee there being problems with the lack of parking.
Jonathan Eaton: The esplanade would narrow from what it is now?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, where there are actual esplanades. The sidewalks will be bigger
though.
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Jonathan: The other thing you could do is give up the sidewalk on the south side to get a
larger esplanade on the north side.
Bob Snow: The esplanade doesn’t do anything for you. It’s a visual feature.
Jonathan Eaton: I think there is an added comfort factor for pedestrians as well.
Joanne Richards: In Camden, their roads get very narrow and there is one place where
there is a telephone pole in the middle of the sidewalk. A 3-foot esplanade is better.
Carol Morris: The reasoning in Camden, I believe, was to keep the sidewalk on one side
of the road because the cliff shelves right down to the road in places on the other side.
Also, they were very concerned about trees. Also, I wanted to share that I spoke with
some folks in Camden regarding the vibration from trucks; they said that the vibration
was reduced considerably with the new roadway construction.
Jonathan Eaton: If people are comfortable with the smaller esplanade that’s fine, that is
the tradeoff though.
Joanne Richards: The tradeoff is the sidewalk on the south side, which is very important
to people.
Jonathan Eaton: You’re sure it’s not going to be a sidewalk that will not feel safe?
Joanne Richards: it will be a nice wide sidewalk that is ADA compliant.
Stephanie Clark: The esplanade will accommodate the utility poles as well.
Bob Snow: Are there any costs associated with relocated utilities? Is that Town or State?
Stephanie Clark: That is not town. That will be part of the reconstruction project. If the
town wanted to move the poles behind the buildings it would not be part of the project.
As long as it’s within the state right-of-way it will be covered within the highway project
cost.
Bob Snow: But we are assured that there will not be poles in the sidewalk?
Stephanie Clark: At this level we are not 100% sure of anything. Once we get to the
design phase we will know that. I can promise that we will try our best to avoid that.
Bob Snow: If a pole ends up in the sidewalk will you relocate the pole out of the
sidewalk?
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Stephanie Clark: The project will be designed to include the sidewalks on the south side,
and when the town builds the sidewalk, whether during our construction or after, it will
be designed so the pole is not in the sidewalk.
Bob Snow: I was wondering about the north side.
Stephanie Clark: On the north side the pole will be in the esplanade and MaineDOT will
pay for that.
Jonathan Eaton: With this new design, are you going to end up using less right-of-way
width?
Stephanie Clark: I believe so. When the drainage ditches are covered there will be more
room in some places.
Joanne Richards: For the Fish Street, Route 131 area, the extended yellow line makes
the turning lane much longer and that will cause cars to cue up and block Fish Street.
Stephanie Clark: This design is exactly the same as it is now; there is no intention of
extending the turn lane.
Peggy McCrea: When you come down the hill, the road widens and there is no lane to
divide it. It doesn’t have to be that wide does it?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, to accommodate turning traffic.
John Fancy: What is the concern about this intersection?
Stephanie Clark: People are confused as to where they should go. This design doesn’t
change anything it just provides arrows and paint that tells people where to go. It keeps
traffic going straight and it allows them to pull left onto Fish Street. It does the same
thing on the northbound side.
Joanne Richards: Right now it is just marked with lines and it backs up.
John Fancy: I have never seen a problem with northbound, just southbound traffic
because people turn right on to Old County Road.
Joanne Richards: If you left it at two lanes and had a line people would know where to
go. Maybe the concern was that cars would back up and keep people from turning out
of Old County Road. At the public meeting it looked like you were going raise that
median to force people over.
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Stephanie Clark: No, there is no raised median. This is just paint, to get people in the
appropriate lanes. We will leave this and have project development work on making this
less confusing.
Valerie Allis: This is not a high crash location, right?
Stephanie Clark: No it is not.
Bob Snow: At the public meeting there was concern over the recommendation to lower
the speed to 35 mph in the second section. Should we remove that?
Stephanie Clark: No we should leave it, we will try at least to get the crosswalk in. We
may not be able to get the speed down before Route 131, but we will try and
accomplish that after Route 131.
Jonathan Eaton: There was also a comment about having a little more room for
pedestrians on the Mill River Bridge at the north end of the project. Did you look at that
more?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, because that is a bridge and there are four lanes, it is not safe for
pedestrian access at the current width.
John Fancy: On the south side of the road there could be a walkway. It’s lower than the
road.
Carol Morris: Is that outside the existing right-of-way?
John Fancy: If the state doesn’t own it, the town does. The conservation commission is
looking at a walking path that will connect the village walk.
Jonathan Eaton: If while this work is going on there is something to make the walkway
easier to build, we would be interested in seeing that.
Stephanie Clark: I could look into that and email you back, but we cannot widen the
bridge.
John Fancy: The town or MaineDOT owns all of the area in between Route 131, Route 1
and Fish Street. There is a drop-off that could be filled and built. MaineDOT also has a
plan to put a bicycle path on Route 131 south.
Stephanie Clark: One issue is adding fill over a waterway.
John Fancy: I looked at that and it would not be that difficult to build.
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Stephanie Clark: Okay, we will look at that, I am not sure if it can be part of the road
project but I will look into it.
Now we will talk about next steps. We need to present this to the public. We want to
present this to them before it goes to project development. I would like your feedback
on how that meeting should be planned. We would like it to be shorter than the last
public meeting. I’m sure that the Board of Selectman would also like to see these as
well.
Bob Snow: My thoughts are that we did cut short the participants’ ability to ask
questions at the first meeting.
Carol Morris: What about the possibility of having an open house at the beginning of the
meeting to give people with questions about their own property plenty of time without
taking up everyone else’s time?
Members of the PAC agreed with having an open house prior to the public meeting
Joanne Richards: Most of the comments were personal and if people still have concerns
they could be addressed at the open house.
Prudy Netzorg: I felt like the meeting was rushed on the north end of the street.
Bob Snow: We also didn’t talk much about the downtown.
Stephanie Clark: We spent a lot more time talking about the south end of the project,
which we did not expect. We also did not hear comments regarding the loss of parking
spots.
Joanne Richards: When I talked to people regarding the loss of spots most responded
that there are plenty of spots out back to park in.
Bob Snow: What about the business community, they weren’t very involved.
Carol Morris: We tried to get them to come; we sent postcards and made phone calls
and received no response.
Patricia Hubbard: I went around and asked the businesses to participate in the meeting
personally.
Bob Snow: When it comes to parking, those businesses are going to be impacted the
most.
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Joanne Richards: Losing five spaces was not as bad as I thought it was going to be. If it is
safer for pedestrians, it will actually help the businesses.
Carol Morris: Does it make sense to give the selectman something to look at ahead of
time?
Jonathan Eaton: Yes, I think that would be good
Patricia Hubbard: Can we put this on the website as well as in the newspaper and review
what is happening? If we put up a fact sheet, the questions regarding traffic, drainage,
trees, sidewalks might be answered ahead of time.
Jonathan Eaton: The entire select board was at the last meeting, so they are aware of
the project.
Bob Snow: So at the intersection of Beachwood and Knox, we are not doing anything
but the any right on red signs?
Stephanie Clark: Yes, there will be no right on red signs that come up when the
pedestrian signal is pushed. We also will have bumpouts.
Prudy Netzorg: Are bumpouts on one or both sides?
Stephanie Clark: Both sides.
Peggy McCrea: Are the bumpouts going to be brick?
Stephanie Clark: They will be asphalt, if you want brick that would be an additional cost
to the town.
John Fancy: But you could do the patterned asphalt that will look like brick.
Jonathan Eaton: Are you planning on presenting to the select board directly?
Stephanie Clark: We could do a special meeting.
Jonathan Eaton: That would be preferable. We could meet earlier or on an alternate
Monday.
Carol Morris: You should make a suggestion to us as to how you want this to be
presented – that would be a big help.
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Jonathan Eaton: It would be nice to have list of the optional items that town would pay
for. We may want granite curbs on bump outs so it will match the rest of the area. It
would be good to have that in front of them so they can plainly see the costs.
Stephanie Clark: We can get planning level costs but not engineering level costs. They
would be approximate costs.
Jonathan Eaton: I will get back to you with dates for the next public meeting, one that
the selectmen can attend.
Stephanie Clark: Thank you for coming this evening and we will see you at the public
meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 7:14 pm.
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